
Drinking Water Protection Program 

 
“Protect Your Water One Drop At A Time” 

 

TOP 10 TIPS 
 

1. Waste Disposal 
Use and dispose of harmful material properly.  More 
importantly, limit use of such products and substitute 
a nonhazardous product when possible.  See reverse 
side for a listing of potentially harmful products. 

 

2. Alternatives to Hazardous Cleaning Products  
Use cleaning products that will not harm the 
environment.  Look for “environmentally friendly” 
products.  

 

3. Septic Systems 
Do not put hazardous substances or items like coffee 
grounds, cigarette butts, or grease in your toilet or 
garbage disposal. 

 

4. Bathing and Personal Care 
Take short showers, not baths.  Limit showers to 5 
minutes or less.   Don’t let the water run when you 
brush your teeth or shave.   

5. Laundry 
Wash full loads.  Adjust the water level control as 
needed.  Turn the washer’s water supply off when not 
in use. 

 

6. Cooking and Drinking Water 
Cook food in as little water as possible.  This also 
prevents loss of nutrients.  Keep a covered bottle of 
water in the refrigerator for drinking so you won’t 
have to let the water run to get cold. 
 

7. Household Cleaning 
Clean driveway, patio, sidewalk and garage floor 
with a broom rather than a hose. 
 

8. Garden and Lawn 
Water the lawn or garden early in the morning or at 
night. 

 

9. Conserve Water 
Turn faucets off completely to avoid drips.  Do not 
let the water run.  Insulate hot water line.  Select 
water saving appliances. 

 

10. Spread the Word 
Share these tips with family and friends. 
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Did you know 

these products could potentially harm your 
drinking water if not used and disposed of 

properly? 
 

• Gasoline, motor oil, antifreeze, and automobile 
grease, automobile transmission fluid 

• Paint, paint thinners, varnish and varnish removers, 
stains and dyes 

• Household cleaners and disinfectants 
• Jewelry cleaners 
• Pesticides 
• Swimming pool chlorine 
• Bug and tar removers, car wax, detergent, and 
       polish 
• Laundry soil and stain removers, spot removers  
• Septic and cesspool cleaners 
• Floor and furniture strippers 

  
The Louisiana Drinking Water Protection    
Program (LDWPP) is a voluntary program   

designed to assist Louisiana communities in 
protecting their drinking water.  The tips and 

information provided on this card are to aid in our 
campaign to increase public awareness on the 

importance of protecting and conserving drinking 
water sources. 

 
The Drinking Water Protection Team is working 

with residents of Louisiana on how to protect 
drinking water in their areas, if you would like to 

participate contact us at: 
 

Department of Environmental Quality 
Environmental Evaluation Division 

Aquifer Evaluation and Protection Section 
Post Office Box 4314 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4314 
Phone: 225-219-3510 
Fax: 225-219-3240 

Website: www.deq.state.la.us/evaluation/aeps/ 
Email:  SECTAQEVA@LA.GOV 

 
Together we can take steps to make our drinking water safe. 

 
“Protect Your Water One Drop At A Time” 

 
           This is the second printing of this public document, published at a 

total cost of $754.00 for 1000 copies by the Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality, P. O. Box 4314, Baton Rouge,  
Louisiana 70821-4314 to provide the public with 
environmental information under the authority of 
La. R. S. 30:2011.  The material was printed in accordance with 
the standards for printing by state agencies established pursuant 
to R. S. 43:31 of the Revised Louisiana Statutes. 
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